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488 and the preamble thereto, I ask 
unanimous consent that a Snowe 
amendment to the preamble that is at 
the desk be agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2458) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

In the fourth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike paragraph (18) and insert the 
following: 

‘‘(18) Newington Fire Department, New 
Hampshire;’’. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN 
COWBOY 

Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Judiciary Committee 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of and the Senate now proceed to 
S. Res. 470. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 470) designating July 

28, 2012, as ‘‘National Day of the American 
Cowboy.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 470) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 470 

Whereas pioneering men and women, rec-
ognized as ‘‘cowboys’’, helped establish the 
American West; 

Whereas the cowboy embodies honesty, in-
tegrity, courage, compassion, respect, a 
strong work ethic, and patriotism; 

Whereas the cowboy spirit exemplifies 
strength of character, sound family values, 
and good common sense; 

Whereas the cowboy archetype transcends 
ethnicity, gender, geographic boundaries, 
and political affiliations; 

Whereas the cowboy is an excellent stew-
ard of the land and its creatures, who lives 
off the land and works to protect and en-
hance the environment; 

Whereas cowboy traditions have been a 
part of American culture for generations; 

Whereas the cowboy continues to be an im-
portant part of the economy through the 
work of many thousands of ranchers across 
the United States who contribute to the eco-
nomic well-being of every State; 

Whereas millions of fans watch profes-
sional and working ranch rodeo events annu-
ally, making rodeo one of the most-watched 
sports in the United States; 

Whereas membership and participation in 
rodeo and other organizations that promote 
and encompass the livelihood of cowboys 
span every generation and transcend race 
and gender; 

Whereas the cowboy is a central figure in 
literature, film, and music and occupies a 
central place in the public imagination; 

Whereas the cowboy is an American icon; 
and 

Whereas the ongoing contributions made 
by cowboys and cowgirls to their commu-

nities should be recognized and encouraged: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates July 28, 2012, as ‘‘National 

Day of the American Cowboy’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY DISEASE 
AWARENESS WEEK 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to S. Res. 495, submitted ear-
lier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 495) designating the 

period beginning on June 17, 2012, and ending 
on June 23, 2012, as ‘‘Polycystic Kidney Dis-
ease Awareness Week,’’ and raising aware-
ness and understanding of polycystic kidney 
disease and the impact such disease has on 
patients. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, Senator 
HATCH and I submitted a resolution to 
increase awareness of Polycystic Kid-
ney Disease, PKD, a life-threatening 
genetic illness. 

PKD is the most common genetic ill-
ness, and over 600,000 people have been 
diagnosed with PKD nationwide. There 
is no treatment or cure for this dev-
astating disease. Families and friends 
provide unwavering support to their 
suffering loved ones. 

But there is hope. The PKD Founda-
tion has reported the discovery of spe-
cific genes involved in the development 
of PKD, allowing for the development 
of clinical trials. 

While scientists continue researching 
to find new treatments and cures for 
PKD, others are working to bring 
awareness. Every year, the PKD Foun-
dation holds an annual fundraising 
walk for PKD. In Wisconsin, where 
over 11,000 patients are living with the 
disease, residents gather across the 
state to take part in this very special 
walk. 

To support these efforts, I propose 
that Congress increase public aware-
ness of the disease by designating the 
week of June 17 to 23 of this year as 
‘‘National Polycystic Kidney Disease 
Awareness Week.’’ We will be taking a 
positive step toward finding a cure for 
this disease by increasing awareness. 

I trust that my colleagues will see 
how designating a week to this disease 
will help those afflicted by polycystic 
kidney disease, and I hope for my col-
leagues’ full support of this important 
resolution. 

Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid on the table, 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and that any statements be printed in 
the RECORD as if read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 495) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 495 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease, known 
as ‘‘PKD’’, is a life-threatening genetic dis-
ease, affecting newborns, children, and 
adults regardless of sex, age, race, geog-
raphy, income, or ethnicity; 

Whereas there are 2 forms of polycystic 
kidney disease, autosomal dominant 
(ADPKD), and autosomal recessive (ARPKD), 
a rare form frequently leading to early 
death; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease causes 
multiple cysts to form on both kidneys 
(ranging in size from a pinhead to a grape-
fruit), leading to an increase in kidney size 
and weight; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a sys-
temic disease that causes damage to the kid-
neys and the cardiovascular, endocrine, he-
patic, and gastrointestinal systems; 

Whereas patients with polycystic kidney 
disease often experience no symptoms early 
in the disease, and many patients do not re-
alize they have polycystic kidney disease 
until other organs are affected; 

Whereas symptoms of polycystic kidney 
disease may include high blood pressure, 
chronic pain in the back, sides or abdomen, 
blood in the urine, urinary tract infection, 
heart disease, and kidney stones; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is the 
number 1 genetic cause of kidney failure in 
the United States; 

Whereas more than half of polycystic kid-
ney disease patients will reach kidney fail-
ure and require dialysis or a kidney trans-
plant to survive, thus placing an extra strain 
on dialysis and kidney transplantation re-
sources; 

Whereas there is no treatment or cure for 
polycystic kidney disease; and 

Whereas there are thousands of volunteers 
nationwide dedicated to expanding essential 
research, fostering public awareness and un-
derstanding, educating patients and their 
families about polycystic kidney disease to 
improve treatment and care, providing ap-
propriate moral support, and encouraging 
people to become organ donors: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the period beginning on June 

17, 2012, and ending on June 23, 2012, as 
‘‘Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness 
Week’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Poly-
cystic Kidney Disease Awareness Week, to 
raise public awareness and understanding of 
polycystic kidney disease; 

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search to find treatments and a cure for 
polycystic kidney disease; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States and interested groups to support 
Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness Week 
through appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties, to promote public awareness of poly-
cystic kidney disease, and to foster under-
standing of the impact of such disease on pa-
tients and their families. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 
2012 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, June 19; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
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